
Uniform Bar Exam 
Frequently Asked Questions 

On October 8, 2018, the Supreme Court of  Texas accepted the recommendation of  the Task Force 
on the Texas Bar Examination to adopt the Uniform Bar Exam in Texas. This change will take 
effect beginning with the February 2021 exam administration, and necessary rule amendments will 
be adopted in the interim period.  

What is the UBE? 

The Uniform Bar Examination (UBE) is an assessment of  competency to practice law that is 
coordinated by the National Conference of  Bar Examiners (NCBE) and is composed of  the 
Multistate Essay Examination, two Multistate Performance Test tasks, and the Multistate Bar 
Examination. It may be administered by any participating jurisdiction over two days. More 
information on the UBE can be found at www.ncbex.org/exams/ube/. Participating jurisdictions 
accept transferred UBE scores from other jurisdictions that meet passing score requirements for the 
receiving jurisdiction.   

When will Texas begin using the UBE to qualify applicants for the Bar? 

The proposed date for the first administration of  the UBE in Texas is February 2021. 

What will Texas require as a passing score on the UBE? 

The Texas Supreme Court has not yet made a final determination on the passing score for the UBE. 
A UBE score of  270 is considered to be equivalent to the score of  675 required for passing the 
Texas Bar Examination, and 270 is the score that is likely to be approved by the Court as a passing 
UBE score.  

When will Texas begin accepting UBE scores? 

The Texas Supreme Court has not yet approved rules for transfer of  UBE scores to Texas. Texas 
will most likely begin accepting transfer of  UBE scores no later than July 1, 2020. The BLE has 
proposed to accept applications to transfer UBE scores beginning December 1, 2019, subject to 
Texas Supreme Court approval.   

Will Texas accept a UBE score that was earned more than two years before the date of  
application for the Texas bar?   

The Texas Supreme Court has not yet approved rules for transfer of  UBE scores to Texas. Texas 
will most likely accept acceptable UBE scores earned within two years prior to the date of  
application for the Texas Bar, regardless of  the applicant’s practice experience. Applicants with 
acceptable UBE scores earned up to five years before the date of  application for the Texas Bar may 
be eligible for admission, with two years of  practice experience.   

Will Texas require completion of  a Texas Law Component, in addition to an acceptable 
UBE score, to qualify for admission to the Texas Bar? 

The Texas Supreme Court has not yet approved rules for admission with a UBE score. Texas will 
most likely require completion of  an online course on Texas Law and an online, open book 
multiple-choice examination on Texas Law.   

 

http://www.ncbex.org/exams/ube/

